                                                            Chapter 11

Sai As Shagun Brahma

There are two aspect of Lord Brahma. (1) Sagun which has form (2) Nirgun, which is formless. But Sad guru is better than all these. The form of Sai who has complete non attachment. Our faith in his words and our determination in him will help abandon our desires. Some say he was a devotee of the Lord and some say he was a great devotee but to us he is God’s incarnation. 

He was ever forgiving, never irritable, straight, soft, tolerant, content and beyond compares’. Just like the sacred Ganges river saints like Sai Baba give comfort and solace to all. 

Lord Krishna has said that saint is my soul and my living image. Knowledge and bliss incarnated in the form of Sai. Baba the support of all did not require the asana, instead used a piece of cloth for his seat which was covered by a small mattress, and a bolster placed for his back.

Baba respected the feelings of his devotees and allowed them to worship as they liked. Some waved fans others played music, while some washed his hands and feet and applied sandal paste, some gave betel nut with leaves while others performed Naivaidya.Although he lived in Shirdi he was everywhere. Our humble bow to Sainath.

Dr. Pandit’s Worship

Dr. Pandit once came to Shirdi for Baba’s darshan. After saluting Baba he sat in the Masjid for sometime. Baba asked him to go and meet Dadabhat Kelkar which he did and accompanied him everywhere. Although Dadabhat worshipped Baba dearly nobody had the courage to apply sandal paste on Baba’s forehead. But this simple hearted Dr. Pandit applied sandal paste on Baba’s forehead by drawing 3 horizontal lines, which Baba willingly accepted. Then Dadabhat asked Baba why did he allow the sandal paste to be put by Dr. Pandit?

To this Baba replied that Dr. Pandit believed Baba to be the same as his Guru Raghunath Maharaj, there fore applied the sandal paste on Baba’s forehead.

And when asked the same question to Dr. Pandit he gave the same reply.

Though Baba allowed his devotees to worship him as they pleased, sometimes he acted in a strange way. At times he threw the puja dish. Scolded the devotees, and sometimes be in total peace. Though he may seem angry from outside inwardly he had lot of love and affection. He always stood by his devotees and responded to them whenever they needed him, and he always longed for their love.

Haji Siddiki Falke

A Muslim gentleman by the name of Haji Siddiki Falke came to Shirdi for Baba’s darshan, after making a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. He lived in Chavadi and sat in the open courtyard for 9 months. Baba ignored him and did not allow him to sleep in the Masjid. Falke was very confused, at this somebody advised him to approach Baba through Shama a close devotee of Baba. Falke liked the idea and immediately approached Shama. Shama agreed to help him in this matter. Shama then at a convenient time asked Baba “why he did not allow Haji to enter the Masjid and take his darshan.” To this Baba replied “Shama you are very immature, without Gods grace none can climb in to the Masjid. Then Baba conveyed the message to Haji through Shama wether he could come near the Barvi well, and wether he was willing to pay a sum of Rs. 40,000 in four instalments. Then Shama returned with the answers that the Haji was willing to do everything that Baba wanted. Again Baba sent Haji a message through Shama that they were going to cut a goat in the Masjid, wether he would prefer meat or testicles? To this the Haji replied that he would be happy to receive a small crumb from Baba’s mud pot. Hearing this Baba threw the earthen jars and pots and went straight to Haji, and gave him a good scolding and went back in the Masjid. Thereafter Baba sent him a basket of mangoes and also gave him Rs.55. From then on Baba loved Haji, invited him for meals and from then on Haji came to the Masjid and Baba sometimes gave him money. Thus Haji was enrolled in Baba’s durbar.

Baba’s Control Over The Elements

We shall close this chapter by describing two incidents showing Baba’s control over the elements. 

(1) One evening there was a terrible storm in Shirdi. The sky was overcast with thick clouds, with very strong winds. There was lightening and rain began to pour heavily. All creatures, birds’ beasts and men were frightened and came to the Masjid for shelter. None of the local deities in Shirdi came to their rescue, so they all prayed to Baba with devotion. Baba was much moved He came out, stood at the edge of the Masjid and addressed the storm in a thunderous voice to stop the fury and calm down. In a few minutes rains subsided, winds ceased and storm came to a halt, skies became clear and people went back home happy. 

(2) On another occasion the fire of the Dhuni began to burn brightly as flames began to reach rafters above. The people sitting in the Masjid did not know what to do. They dared not ask Baba to pour water to quench the flames. But Bab came soon to realize what was happening. He took his short stick and dashed it against the pillar saying “Get down be calm”. At each stroke of the stick the flames began to slow down and in a few minutes the Dhuni became calm and normal. 

This is our Sai an incarnation of God. He will bless all those who surrender unto him. He who will read this chapter daily with devotion will be free of calamities. He will very soon get God vision and all his desires will be fulfilled and become ultimately desire less, and thus will attain Salvation. 

                            Bow To Sri Sai --------------   Peace Be To All

                                                            Chapter 12

Saints Mission

The purpose of Divine incarnation is to protect the good and destroy the evil.  

But the mission of the saints’ is quiet different. To them good and wicked are the same. They draw the wicked people and set them to the right path. God dwells in Saints. Sai Baba is one of those. He incarnated for the welfare of his devotees. 

He loved all beings, was detached and full of divinity and knowledge and treated everyone equally. The devotees never approached unless he was meant to receive them. There were many people who desired to have Baba’s darshan but not very fortunate, for those persons listening to Baba’s Leelas with devotion will satisfy their quest to a great extend. Nobody could come and stay in Shirdi unless Baba wished to. They could only stay as long as Baba permitted them to stay. Everything depended on Baba’s divine will.

Kaka Mahajani

Once Kaka Mahajani went to Shirdi, hoping to stay there for one week and enjoy the Gokul Ashtami festival. As soon as he took Baba’s Darshan, Baba asked him “When are you returning home.” It surprised him, to this he answered that “when Baba tells him to go home he would do so.” Then Baba said “Go tomorrow” Kaka Mahajani immediately left Shirdi. When he went to his office in Mumbai, he found his employer anxiously waiting for him. His manager suddenly fell sick hence Kaka’s presence was necessary. Kaka’s letter was sent to Shirdi which was redirected to Mumbai.

Bhausaheb Dhumal

Bhausaheb was going to Niphad for a case. On the way he came to Shirdi and took Baba’s darshan, and wanted to continue to Niphad. But Baba did not give him the permission to go and made him stay in Shirdi for a week. In the meantime the magistrate suffered pain in the abdomen and the case was adjourned. Mr. Dhumal was then allowed to go and attend his case. The case went on for four months, ultimately Mr. Dhumal won the case and his client was acquitted.

Mrs Nimonkar

Mr. and Mrs.Nimonkar were spending most of the time in the Masjid serving Baba. It so happened that their son fell sick in Belapur, and the mother decided to take Baba’s consent and go and see her son in Belapur. But Nanasaheb asked her to return the next day. The lady was in a fix and did not know what to do, but God Sai came to her help. Before leaving Shirdi she went to Baba to take his permission. Babas said to her go quickly and stay comfortably in Belapur for four days. See all your relatives and then return to Shirdi. Mr. Nanasaheb’s words were overruled by Baba’s decree.

Mule Shastri Of Nasik

A Brahmin of Nasik Mr. Mule Shastri who was well versed in Shastra, astrology and palmistry once came to Shirdi to see Mr.Bapusaheb Buti the famous millionaire of Nagpur. After meeting him he came to the Masjid to take Baba’s darshan. Baba brought various things from vendors with his own money and distributed to people in the Masjid. Mule Shastri wanted to read Baba’s hand. Baba ignored his request and gave him four plantains. Then Mule Shastri returned to the Wada and resumed his duties. Then Baba started for Lendi and said “Take some saffron coloured die, we all will be wearing saffron coloured cloth. Then Baba returned to the Masjid for the arti. Bapusaheb jog asked Mule Shastri to accompany him for the arti, at this Shastri replied that he would go and meet Baba in the afternoon. As the arti commenced Baba said get some Dakshina from the Nasik Brahmin Mule Shastri. Buti himself went to the Wada and conveyed Baba’s message to Shastri. Hearing this he was perplexed and thought in his mind being an Agnihotri Brahmin why should he pay, why should he pay dakshina, as he is not dependent on Baba, but in spite of such thoughts he agreed to pay the Dakshina. Leaving all his work he immediately went to the Masjid. As soon as he threw flowers at Baba all of a sudden he saw his late Guru Gholap there. It surprised him. At first he thought it was a dream and was speechless. Ultimately leaving all doubts aside he fell at his Guru’s feet and stood there with folded hands. Other people sang arti while Mule Shastri chanted his Guru’s name. Then giving all pride, he closed his eyes and fell at Guru’s feet. When he opened his eyes Baba asked him for Dakshina. Seeing Baba’s blissful form, overjoyed, and tears in his eyes saluted Baba and gave him Dakshina. Seeing this wonderful leela of Baba all were much moved, and they realised the meaning of Baba’s words about wearing of saffron coloured clothes. Such was the wonderful leela of Baba.

A Doctor

Once a revenue officer came to Shirdi with his doctor friend. The Doctor said that his deity was Ram and he would not bow to Baba and therefore expressed his unwillingness to go to Shirdi. To this revenue Officer replied that he would not force him to bow to Baba, but just requested the pleasure of his company.

On reaching Shirdi when the doctor went to the Masjid for Baba’s darshan all were wonderstruck to see him going ahead and saluting Baba.Then the doctor replied that he saw Ram and so he saluted him, while saying this he saw Baba there and was dismayed. 

Next day he took a vow and began to fast, resolving not to go in the Masjid unless Baba blessed him. On the forth day of the fast a close friend turned up and together they went to the Masjid for Baba’s darshan. Baba asked him, did anyone go to call him. Hearing this question he was mush moved. The same night he was blessed by Baba and he experienced supreme bliss in his sleep. Then he went to his home and remained in this state for a fortnight. Thus his devotion to Baba increased immensely. 

The moral of the story that we should have firm faith in our Guru and none else.
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                                                       Chapter 13

The Inscrutable Power Of Maya

Baba’s word always carried a lot of weight and meaning. He was very content and never cared for anything. He said “Though I am a fakir and possess nothing, stay at one place, still the Maya teases me often. Though I forget myself she does not forget me those who take refuge in God will be free from the clutches of Maya and will ever be blessed.

For the welfare of his devotees Baba said “Those who are very fortunate and have no demerits, say my name and I shall take you over the seven seas, and you will certainly be benefitted. I do not need any things for worship. I rest there where there is full devotion.” 

Bhimaji Patil

In the year 1909 Bhimaji Patil of Narayangoan suffered from a chronic chest disease and developed tuberculosis. He tried all remedies but was all in vain. When nothing worked he ultimately prayed Lord Narayan to help him. Then he came up with the idea of consulting Nanasaheb Chandorkar and wrote a letter to him, explaining his health problem and expressing that he would like take refuge at Baba’s feet. On Nanasaheb’s advice Bhimaji went to Shirdi and took Baba’s darshan. On seeing him Baba said that his disease was due to previous evil karmas and would not interfere in that at all. But the patient cried out in despair and prayed for mercy. Baba’s heart melted and he said to Bhimaji “Stay cast off your anxiety, your suffering has come to an end. 

However oppressed or troubled one maybe, as soon as they stepped the Masjid he is on the pathway to happiness. The fakir here is very kind and he will cure the disease and protect all with love. The patient vomited blood every five minutes, but in front of Baba there was no vomiting. Baba asked him to go and stay in Bhimabai’s house which was not a convenient place at all, but Baba’s orders had to be obeyed. While he was staying there Baba cured him in 2 dreams. In the first dream he saw himself a boy suffering severe pain of a flogging when he did not recite poetry. In the second dream someone caused him intense pain by rolling a roller over his chest. The pain he suffered in the dream cured him completely and he returned home.  He often came to Shirdi to take Baba’s darshan. He also started a new Sai Satya Vrata puja, in his house when he returned to his village.

Bala Ganpat Simpi

Another devotee Bala Ganpat Simpi suffered from malignant malaria. He tried all remedies, but nothing worked. So he ran to Shirdi and fell at Baba’s feet. Baba suggested him to give food of rice mixed with curd to a black dog in front of the lakshmi temple which he religiously obeyed after he reached home. Strange to say Baba got rid of his malaria.

Bapusaheb Buti

Bapusaheb Buti once suffered from dysentery. He tried all medicines but nothing worked. Thus he became very weak on account of diarrhoea and vomiting and therefore was not able to go the Masjid for Baba’s darshan. Baba then sent for him, and made him sit before him and said “now take care, no more diarrhoea and vomiting and made a gesture with his index finger. Baba’s word has so much power that his maladies disappeared and he became completely well.

On another occasion he had a cholera attack and suffered from severe thirst. Dr. Pillai tried all remedies but could not give him any relief and so he consulted Baba for a cure. Baba prescribed him to boil infusion of almonds, walnuts and pistachios in sugar milk and drink it. Normally this would aggravate the disease. But Buti followed Baba’s advice and strangely the disease was cured.

Alandi Swami

A swami from Alandi came to Shirdi for Baba’s darshan. He suffered severe pain in his ears which prevented him from getting proper sleep at night. He was operated for this. While he was returning back the pain was so severe that he did not know what to do. When he came to take Baba’s leave Shama requested Baba to do something about his ear. Baba confirmed him by saying “Allah will do well.” When Swamiji returned home his pain subsided. When he went to Mumbai for the operation the surgeon told him that no operation is required.

Such were the wonderful words of Baba.

Kaka Mahajani

Once Kaka Mahajani suffered from diarrhoea. Kaka did not inform Baba about his problem and at the same time kept doing his duties. He thought that Baba knew everything and would cure him. When the actual work of constructing the pavement which was permitted by Baba commenced everybody including Kaka ran away. At that moment Baba caught hold of Kaka and made him sit before him. Then Baba took the groundnuts, from a packet left by somebody, deskinned it, and made Kaka eat them forcefully. Baba also ate the nuts. Then Baba drank 

some water and made Kaka also drink it. Baba said to Kaka “Now your diarrhoea has stopped and you may attend to work of the pavement.” In the meanwhile others who had run away also came back and started the work. Kaka also joined them. Usually groundnuts aggravate the problem of diarrhoea. But it was actually Baba’s words that cured Kaka.

Dattopant Of Harda
A gentleman by the name of Dattopant of Harda suffered from stomach ache for fourteen years. He tried all remedies but none gave him relief. Hearing Baba’s fame he ran to Shirdi and fell at Baba’s feet. While giving blessings Baba placed his hand on his head and also gave him udhi. He immediately felt relief and there were no troubles anymore in his stomach.

Towards the end of the chapter three cases are cited in footnotes:

(1) Madhavroa Despande suffered from piles. As a remedy Baba gave him sonamukhi pods. This gave him relief. After 2 years the problem reoccurred and Madahroa took the same remedy what Baba had prescribed earlier. But the disease aggravated, but later on it was cured by Baba’s grace.

(2) Kaka Mahajani’s elder brother Gangadharpant suffered from a stomach          

            Pain for many years. Hearing Baba’s fame he came to Shirdi and 

            Requested Baba to cure him. Baba touched his belly and said “God will 

            Cure.” From that time there was no stomach pain and he was completely 

            Cured.

(3) Once Nanasaheb Chandorkar suffered from acute stomach pain and was 

Restless the whole day and night. Doctors gave injection which did not give him any relief. Then he approached Baba who told him to eat burfi with ghee. This recipe gave him complete relief.

All these remedies show that the real medicine that cured various diseases permanently were Baba’s words and grace but not the medicine itself.
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                                                       Chapter 14

In the last chapter we described how Baba cured incurable disease by his words and grace. Now we shall describe how with Baba’s blessing Rantanji Wadia was blessed with a son.

The life of a saint is sweet and blissful. Sai Baba through his stories gave bliss to his devotees which led them to a path of true religion. His main objective was that people should live happily in this world but at the same time achieve their ultimate object in life, self realization. 

If you hear the stories of Sai daily you will always see him in your mind. Mind will loose fickleness, and if one goes on continuously he will merge into pure consciousness.

Rantanji Of Nanded

Rantanji Shapurji a Parsi mill contractor and trader was a very rich and prosperous man having lots of property, conveyances and cattle, He was liberal and charitable and always looked after the poor people in various ways. In spite of having everything in life he was internally not very happy as because he longed for child. He brooded on this matter and said to himself “Would God be ever pleased to grant me a son.” and suffered from anxiety. He told his problem to Das Ganu, at this Das Ganu advised him to go to Shirdi and take Baba’s darshan. After a few days Rantanji went to Shirdi and fell at Baba’s feet and offered him a garland and a basket of fruits. , and sat near Baba and requested him to give him relief from his problems. Hearing this Baba asked him for dakshina of Rs.5 and also told him that earlier he had got from him Rs. 3-14-0 and this was the balance he had to pay. Ratanji was perplexed and gave Baba the balance dakshina, and prayed to Baba to bless him with a son. Baba told him not to worry as his bad days were over, and while giving blessings and Udhi told him that go would satisfy his heart’s desire.

After returning from Shirdi Ratanji told Das Ganu about everything that took place in Shirdi, but there was one thing which he could not understand about the Dakshina, as he had never gone to Shirdi. Hearing this Das Ganu was puzzled, but sometime afterwards he recalled that Ratanji had given a reception to the well known saint Moulisaheb of Nandev. When Ratanji decided to go to Shirdi Moulisaheb again turned up and Rantanji gave a party in his honour. Das Ganu calculated the same expenses mentioned by Baba and it came to the exact amount. Everybody was wonderstruck and came to know that Baba was omniscient and knew the past present and the future.

Ratanji was satisfied by the explanation and as time went by he was blessed with a son. It is said that he had a dozen children out of which four survived.

In the footnote it is stated that Baba asked Rao Bahadur Hari Vinayak Sathe to remarry after the death of his first wife so that he can have a son. He did as Baba said. His first two children were daughters and the third was a son. Baba’s words did come true and he was satisfied.

Dakshina

Baba always asked for dakshina from people who went to see him. There are many people who ask this question,” If Baba was a fakir and none attached why should he ask for dakshina and care for money.” At first Baba never asked for dakshina from anybody. If anybody gave him a paisa or two he would buy oil or tobacco. Baba loved tobacco as he always smoked the bidi or chillum. Then some people thought that one should not go to saints empty handed and therefore placed some copper coins before Baba. If a paisa was placed before Baba he would pocket it. But if it was two paisa coin it was returned immediately. 

Then after Baba’s fame spread, people began to flock in numbers Baba began to ask for dakshina. Although Baba extracted dakshina he had to give back hundred times more of what he received. There are many instances in which this has happened. 

In one incident. Mr. Ganpatrao Bodas a famous actor says that Baba kept pressing him for dakshina, he emptied his money bag before him, but later in life he never lacked money as it came to him abundantly. 

But there are also secondary meanings of Dakshina.

Once Baba asked Prof. GG Nark for Rs.15 as dakshina, who replied that, he had no money. To this Baba said that he was reading the yog Vasishtha and to give him the dakshina from that. Giving dakshina in this regard means deriving lessons from the book and lodging them in the heart where Baba resides.

In another incident Baba asked a lady Mrs. R.A.Tarkhad for Rs.6 Dakshina. The lady felt pain as she was unable to give. Then her husband explained to her that Baba wanted six inner enemies to be surrendered to him. Baba agreed with this explanation.

Baba collected a lot of money by dakshina which was distributed to all. When he attained the Mahasamadhi he had only a few rupees in his possession.

Baba’s main aim for taking Dakshina from his devotees was to teach them the lessons of renunciation and purification.

Post Script

Mr. B.V.Dev has written an article on dakshina in Sai Leela magazine and mentions the following facts. 

Baba did not ask Dakshina from all. If somebody gave dakshina to Baba then he would accept it and at other times refused it. He never demanded it. If anybody offered it against his wish he never accepted it. He asked for small or big amounts according to their wish, devotion and convenience. He even asked from women and children. He never asked of all the rich, or of all the poor.

Baba never got angry with those who did not give dakshina even if it was asked for. If any Dakshina was sent through a friend and the person did not pay it, he reminded him of it and made him pay it. On some occasion Baba use to return the dakshina and asked the donor to keep it in his shrine of worship, this benefitted the devotee immensely. If anyone offered more than he intended to give he returned the extra amount. Sometimes Baba would ask for more dakshina than what the devotee intended to give, and if they had no money Baba would ask them to beg or borrow money. For some he demanded dakshina three or four times a day.

Out of the amount collected as dakshina Baba spend very little for him buying chillum and fuel for his dhuni and the rest he would distribute as charity in varying proportions to various persons. When Baba’s devotees bought all costly rich articles, he use to get annoyed and he told Nanasaheb Chandorkar that his property only consisted of a codpiece. A piece of cloth, a kafni and a tin pot, and were much troubled when people bought him costly articles. 

Woman and wealth are the two obstacles on the way of spiritual life, and Baba in Shirdi had provided two institutions Dakshina and Radhakrishnamai. He demanded Dakshina and then asks his devotees to go to Radhakrishnamai’s house. If they stood these two tests well their progress in spirituality would be rapid by the grace and blessings of Baba.
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                                                       Chapter 15

This chapter describes in the manner in which Das Ganu does the Kirtan.

Naradiya Kirtan Padhati

Generally Haridas, the people who do kirtan are bare body from waist upwards.

Das Ganu when once went to Baba to salute before him, Baba asked him where he was going dressed up as a bridegroom. To this Das Ganu replied that he was going to perform kirtan. Then Baba said why he needs to wear a coat and asked him to lay off the clothes. Das Ganu immediately took of his clothes and lay at Baba’s feet. Thenceforth Das Ganu was bare body from waist upwards, a pair of chiplis in his hands and garland round his neck. This was the best and the pure method.

Mr. Cholkar”s Sugarless Tea

Initially Baba was known in Poona and Ahmednagar districts, but with Nanasaheb Chandorkar word of mouth and Das Ganu’s kirtan Baba’s name and fame spread in Mumbai. The audience who came to listen Das Ganu’s kirtan liked the various ways in which Das Ganu performed the kirtan. Among the audience there were very few who developed faith and devotion in God and saints. The effect of hearing Das Ganu’s Kirtan was like electric in the mind of the audiences. We give an instance here.

Once Das Ganu was doing kirtan and singing the glory of Sai Baba in Koupineshwar temple in Thana. One Mr. Cholkar who was among the audience was much moved by Das Ganu’s kirtan. He then mentally bowed to Baba saying, that he was a poor man unable to support my family. If by Baba’s grace he passed the departmental examination and got a permanent post, then he shall go to Shirdi, fall at Baba’s feet and distribute sugar candy. Luck favoured him. Mr. Cholkar did pass the examination and got a permanent post. And now it was his turn to fulfil his vow, the sooner it was done the better. Mr. Cholkar was a poor man and could not pay expenses for his Shirdi trip, he started saving money by cutting down his expenses and sugar. After he was able to save some money. He came to Shirdi, fell at Baba’s feet, offered a coconut and distributed sugar candy as per his vow, and told Baba that he was very happy that all his desires were fulfilled. That day Mr. Cholkar was with his host Bapusaheb Jog. When both were leaving the Masjid, Baba spoke to jog “Give him a cup of tea full of sugar.” 

Hearing these words Mr. Cholkar was much moved, his eyes were full of tears and he fell at Baba’s feet again. Mr. Jog did not understand anything. By saying these words Baba wanted to create faith and devotion in Cholkar’s mind. 

Baba meant to say, “If you spread your palms with devotion before me I am immediately with you always. Though I am in Shirdi I come to know what you do beyond the seven seas. Go wherever you wish in the world, I am with you. Always worship me. Blessed and fortunate indeed he is who knows me thus.”

What beautiful lesson Baba imparted to Mr. Cholkar.

Two Lizards
Once Baba was sitting in the Masjid with a devotee, when suddenly there was a tick sound. Out of curiosity the devotee asked Baba wether the ticking of the lizard signifies anything good or bad. Baba said the lizard was overjoyed as the lizard from Aurangabad was coming to see her. The devotee sat silent not understanding the meaning of Baba’s words. Immediately a gentleman from Aurangabad came on the horse back to see Baba. He wanted to proceed further but his horse was hungry and wanted to eat grams. He took out a bag of grams and dashed it out to remove dirt; while he did that a lizard came out from there and climbed the wall. Baba asked the devotee to keep a close watch on the lizard. The lizard at once went to her sister and both embraced each other. It is a wonder how the two sisters met. It is really wonderful and proves the all knowing nature of Baba.

Post Script:

He who respectfully studies this chapter daily will get all his miseries removed by the grace of the Sadguru, Sai Baba.
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                                                       Chapter 16 & 17

The last chapter describes how Mr. Cholkar completed his vow by giving a small offering which was appreciated and accepted by Baba. Sai Baba would accept with appreciation any small thing offered to him with love and devotion. But if the same thing was be offered with pride, he would reject it. Being 

Sat Chit Anand (Pure Consciousness, knowledge and Bliss) he did not care much for the outward formalities. There is no person more generous than the
 Sadguru. 

The Sadguru gives us the most precious thing which cannot be compared with none and it is self realization. Here is a story of a rich man who came to learn Brahma Gyan from Sai Baba.

There was a super rich gentleman who had a quest for Brahma Gyan. He told his friend that he had decided to go to Shirdi and ask Baba to give him Brahma Gyan which would make him happier. His friend explained to him that it was not easy for him to know Brahma as he was so engrossed wealth, wife and children and never gave any charity.

Paying no heed to his friend he went to Shirdi, came to the Masjid and fell at Baba’s feet requesting him to give him Brahma Gyan. Baba then replied “Oh my friend do not be anxious I will show you Brahma. Many people come to me asking for worldly comforts very rarely a person comes to me for asking Brahma Gyan.

It is a very fortunate and auspicious moment that you have come to me.” 

Saying this Baba started to show him Brahma. Baba made him sit and engaged him in some other talk and made him forget his question for the time being. Then he called a boy and told him to go to Nandu Marwari and get from him Rs.5. The boy left and returned immediately saying that Nandu was not at home and his house was locked. Then Baba asked the boy to go to Bala grocer for the same amount but the boy returned unsuccessful. This experiment was repeated thrice, but with same result.

One may ask that if Sai Baba was a living Brahma incarnation why he wanted a mere Rs.5. The answer is that he wanted to test the seeker of Brahma Gyan.

The gentleman had a bundle of currency notes in his pocket. He knew that Baba was trying frantically to get Rs. 5 but he could not make up his mind and advance the sum. Such a man wanted from Baba Brahma Gyan. Any other person in his place would have given Baba Rs.5 at once. He advanced no money and began to be impatient, and requested Baba to give him Brahma Gyan, as he was in a hurry to go home. Baba replied “Oh my dear friend did you not understand all the procedures that I went through, sitting in one place for enabling you to see Brahma?’ for seeing Brahma one has to surrender 5 things

(1) Five pranas (vital forces) (2) five senses (3) mind (4) intellect (5) ego. This path of Brahma Gyan is hard as treading on the edge of the razor.

Sai Baba then gave a long discourse the subject the purpose of which is given below:

Qualifications Of Brahma Gyan Or Self Realization

1. Mumuksha or free of intense desire: One who wants to be free of bondage of life and works earnestly to achieve it till the end and does not care for anything is qualified for spiritual life.

2. Virakti or feeling of non attachment toward worldly things: unless a man     

    Feels completed unattached from his honours and actions, he has no right 

          To enter into spiritual world.

       3. Antarmukha (Introversion): God has created our senses to feel the outer 

            World, so man always looks outwardly. He who wants self realization   

            Must be with his divine inner self and thus look inwards.

        4. Catharsis (elimination ideas and emotions): Unless a person has stopped                             

            Doing wrong and turned away from wickedness and bring his mind to 
            He cannot gain self realization by means of knowledge.

         5. Right Conduct: Unless a man leads a life of truth, penance and insight a 

             life of celibacy, he cannot get God realization.

          6. Preferring Shreyas (the good) to Preyas (the pleasant: There are two 

              things the good which deals with spiritual affairs and the pleasant deals 

              mundane matters. Both these choices are open to man. The wise man 

              prefers the good to the pleasant, but the unwise chooses the pleasant 
              as he is engrossed in greed and attachment.

           7. Control of the Mind and the senses: Body is like a chariot,  

                Self is its master, intellect is the charioteer, mind the rein, senses the 

                horses, sense objects the path. He who has no understanding, mind 

                Unrestrained and unmanageable like a stray horse of a charioteer does  

                not attain self realization but goes through the cycle of birth and death. 

                But he who has an understanding of the inner self and has the mind

                 in under control, reaches the end of his journey thus attaining 

                Self realization. 

           8. Purification of the Mind: A person cannot get self realization 

               If his mind full of egoism, desires and is not purified. The very thought 

               That “I am the body “is a cause of bondage and attachment. One has to 

                Forego attachment to attain self realization.

9. Grace: Lastly the grace of God is most essential thing. When the Lord 

    is pleased with anybody he takes him beyond the ocean of mundane 

    existence. Self realization cannot be gained by studying Vedas, nor 

    attaining knowledge, but only attain by going deeper into inner self.

After the dissertation was over Baba requested the gentleman to take out Rs. 250 from his pocket. When he took out the money to his surprise he found 25 notes of Rs. 10 each. He was much moved, and fell at Baba’s feet and craved fro his blessings. Then Baba said to him “Roll up your bundle of Brahma, unless you get rid of your creed you will not get the real Brahma. How can a person having so much attachment with wealth, progeny and prosperity know Brahma. The love for money is a deep whirlpool of pain. Greed and Brahma are two opposite poles. Wherever there is greed there is no room for Brahma. For a greedy man there is no peace, contentment nor steadiness. Worship goes in vain with the slightest taste of greed. Even the knowledge of a learned man cannot help him to attain self realization. The teachings of a Guru are of no use to a man dipped in egoism and sense objects. Purification of the mind is absolutely necessary without which spirituality is nothing, but pomp and show. Therefore it is better to take only what one can digest. My treasury is full and I can give anyone what he wants, but before I do so I need to know weather he is qualified to receive my gift. If you listen to me carefully you will certainly be benefitted. While sitting in the Masjid I never speak the untruth. 

When guests are invited to the house all the members including relatives and friends present there are entertained along with the guest. So all who were present at that time in the Masjid had a spiritual feast, which was served by Baba for the rich gentleman. After getting Baba’s blessing the gentleman left the place happy and contended.

Special Characteristics Of Baba

There are many Saints who stay in solitude in order to get salvation. And do not care for people. Sai Baba was not such type. He had no home. Still he lived in the world. He begged his bread from four or five houses and lived under the Neem tree, and taught the people how to act and behave. Rarely one will come across a saint who will strive for the welfare of the people. Sai Baba was the foremost of these, therefore says Hemadpant:

Blessed is the country where this extraordinary saint Sai Baba was born.
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In these two chapters the author Hemadpant describes how he himself was accepted and blessed by Baba, and how Baba gave him teachings of self improvement and induced good thoughts in him. 

Preliminary

It is a true fact that before imparting any knowledge the Sadguru looks at the qualification of his disciple, and then accordingly guides him towards the goal of self realization. There are many controversies regarding the teachings of the 
Sadguru. But to me the Sadguru is like a monsoon cloud who pours his nectar like teachings which we should assimilate and serve others with them without any reservation. This rule should be applied to not only what he teaches us but also the visions he gives us in our dreams. Like a loving mother giving bitter medicines to her children similarly Sai Baba imparted spiritual instructions to his devotees. 

Sai Baba showed his disciples the divine beauty of self and devotion. The devotees who followed his instructions attained their desires and were free of troubles and sufferings. The progress of the inner self is entirely due to the help of the Sad Guru, therefore we should always be after the Sad Guru. Hear his stories, fall at his feet and serve him with devotion. Now we come to our main story. 

Mr. Sathe

There was a gentleman Mr. Sathe who attained fame during Crawford regime, but was put down by Lord Reay. He also suffered great losses in trade and was troubled by adverse circumstances which made him sad and dejected and thought of leaving home and going to a distant place. His friends advised him to go to Shirdi and take Sai Baba’s darshan. He liked the idea and immediately went to Shirdi. Seeing Baba his mind became peaceful and he became calm and composed. He thought that his good karmas in past life brought him to the holy feet of Baba. He was very strong willed and at once started to do the parayan (reading of Guru Charitra). When the reading was completed in seven days Baba gave him a vision in the night, and explained the contents of Guru Charitra which he listened very carefully. 

When he woke up, he was very happy and he thought that it was extremely kind of Baba to awaken his soul which was dipped in ignorance, by making him taste the nectar of Guru Charitra. Next day narrated the vision of Baba to Kakasaheb Dixit and requested him to consult Baba regarding the meaning of this vision. When Kaka asked Mr. Sathe’s question to Baba. Then Baba advised him that Mr. Sathe should read one more week of the book so that he can be benefitted immensely, and moreover the Lord will be pleased and rescue him from the bondage of mundane existence.

When Baba uttered these words Hemadpant was sitting there shampooing Baba’s legs. He thought in his mind that Mr. Sathe got rewards for reading the Charitra for 7 days, but he is reading for forty years with no results. Like a Chatak bird I am waiting instructions and blessings. Baba knew everything going on in Hemadpant’s mind and wanted to create good thoughts in his mind by suppressing his evil thoughts. At once Baba asked Hemadpant to go and visit Shama for a while, chit chat with him and bring Rs.15 as dakshina from him.

Hemadpant obeying Baba’s orders immediately left the Masjid and went to Shama’s house. Shama asked Hemadpant the reason why he came to his house and why he looked restless and dejected? Shama offered him Leaves of betel nut and asked him to sit and wait till he finished his worship. Hemandpant sat alone in the veranda, suddenly his eyes fell over a well known Marathi book “Nath Bhagat” which he read a portion daily. But that day he left the reading unfinished because he had to accompany certain devotees going to the Masjid. When he took the book and opened the page to his surprise the unfinished portion opened up. He thought Baba sent him very kindly to Shama’s house to complete the unfinished portion which he left that day. As soon as his reading was over Shama returned after doing his worship and both indulged in the following conversations:

Hemadpant: I have come here with the message of Baba that he has asked Rs. 15 dakshina from you. And also to sit with you for sometime and have a chit chat before I return to the Masjid.

Shama: (surprised) I have no money, in lieu of that take my 15 namaskars as dakshina to Baba.

Hemadpant: Alright your namaskars are accepted. Now please tell me some stories of Baba which will destroy our sins.

Shama: sit for a while; you know more about Baba’s leelas than I do, as you are an enlightened soul. Well take the betel beads and the nuts while I go and dress myself.

In a few minutes Shama came out and kept talking to Hemadpant explaining to him that the leelas of Baba are inscrutable and endless. Why does Baba not tell his own stories? What do we rustics know? While talking Shama remembered a story which he narrated to Hemadpant. As a devotee is resolute and determined, so is Baba’s immediate response. Sometimes Baba puts his devotees to severe test and gives them instructions

As soon as Hemadpant heard the word instructions a flash of lightening crossed his mind. Immediately he remembered the story of Sathe and thought Baba might have sent him to Shama to give peace to his restless mind. But he curbed his feelings and began to listen to Shama’s stories. Every one of his stories depicted the kind and affectionate nature of Baba towards his devotees. Hemadpant was overjoyed listening to all these stories. Then Shama began to tell the following story: 

Mrs. Radhabai Deshmuk 

There was an old woman by the name of Radhabai. Hearing Baba’s fame she came to Shirdi from Sangamner. She took Baba’s darshan and was very satisfied. She loved Baba very much and wanted to accept him as her Guru and take instructions from him. She was determined to fast herself to death as long as Baba did not give her instructions or mantra. She stopped taking food and water for three days which frightened me, so I went and told Baba about her decision to fast until death, if he did not instruct her, the consequences will be bad. So I advised Baba to take some mercy on her and bless and instruct her. Seeing her determination Baba sent for her and made her change her mind by addressing as follows: “Oh mother why are you torturing yourself? You are my mother and I am your child. Take pity on me and hear my story carefully which will do you good.  I had a Guru whom I served for very long, but still he did not blow any Mantra in my ears. I never wanted to leave him and at all costs wanted to receive some instruction from him. But he had his own ways. First he shaved off my head and then asked 2 paisa dakshina which I gave at once. You may ask this question that why my Guru asked me for money when he is perfect and desire less?

The reply is he never cared for coins, but the two paisa denoted (1) Firm Faith (2) Patience which I gave him and he was much pleased.

I resorted to my Guru for 12 years, who bought me up. There was no dearth of food and clothing. He loved me the most. Rare will you come across a Guru like that. When I looked at him he seemed to be in deep meditation and then we both were filled with bliss. I forgot my thirst and hunger when I gazed at him. Without him I felt restless as he was my sole refuge. My mind was always fixed on him. This Nishta (Firm Faith) is one paisa of dakshina. I waited patiently and served my Guru. This Saburi will carry you across the sea of mundane existence, removes all afflictions and sins and gets rid of calamities in various ways including fear and gives you success. Both Faith and patience are like twin sisters loving each other intimately.

My Guru never accepted anything from me, and nor did he neglect me and protected me at all times. Sometimes even if I was far away from him I never felt the absence of his love. Oh mother my Guru never taught me any Mantra, so how shall I blow any mantra in your ears. Do not try to get Mantra and upadesh from anybody, make me the sole object of your thoughts and actions and you will attain salvation. Look at me with love and devotion and I shall look at you. Sitting in the Masjid I only speak the truth. No worship is necessary. Just have faith and confidence in your Guru, because Guru is Brahma’s incarnation.”

The old lady was very convinced listening to Baba. She bowed to him and gave up her fast. 

Hearing this wonderful leelas of Baba Hemadpant was greatly surprised, joyful and was much moved and could not utter a word. Seeing this Shama asked him why was he silent and what was the matter with him?

Just at that time the bell began to ring in the Masjid denoting that the noon arti had begun. Shama and Hemadpant both hurried to the Masjid. Bapusaheb Jog commenced the arti and all were singing accompanied by drums. Hemadpant sat in front of Baba and Shama sat to the right. On seeing them Baba asked Hemadpant for the Dakshina brought from Shama. He replied that Shama gave Namaskars in lieu of rupees. Then Baba was eager to know what chit chat they had. Hemadpant also was eager tell Baba what they talked and Baba also was eager to know, he left the bolster and leaned forward to hear about their talks. Hemadpant said all that he talked about including the story of the old woman. Hearing this Baba was much pleased and asked him wether the story had any significance on him? To this Hemadpant replied that all his restlessness of the mind vanished and he came to know the true path. 

Then Baba told him “My method is very unique, by remembering this story will help you get knowledge of self. Meditation is necessary and if practiced daily will make you diserless and with all effort merge into Brahma.

While uttering these words Arti ceremony was over and Prasad was distributed. Bapusaheb jog after saluting Baba gave him handful of sugar candy, which Baba gave to Hemadpant and told him that if he takes this story to heart, he will be very happy and all his desires will be fulfilled. 

Dear readers as Hemadpant we also now Prasad the nectar of this story. Let us meditate and assimilate on it and be strong and happy by Baba’s grace Amen!

Baba’s Advice Regarding Our Behaviour

The following words of Baba if kept in the mind will always do well. Unless there is a relationship or connection nobody goes anywhere. If anyone comes to you do not drive them away but receive them with respect. God will be pleased if you give water to the thirsty, food to the hungry and clothes to the naked, and veranda to strangers for resting. If anybody asks you for money and you are not inclined to give do not give but don’t treat him badly. If anyone spoke against you do not resent in a bitter way. If you tolerate all things you will be happy. Let the world be topsy turvy, but you be calm and watch like a spectator. Demolish the wall of separation and differentiation then the road will become clear. God is the sole proprietor and protector and his method is unique. He alone shows us the way and satisfies our heart’s desires. It is on account of previous relationships that we have come together. Let us love and serve each other and be happy. 

Encouraging Good Thoughts to Fruition 
Sai Baba always encouraged good thoughts to those who completely surrendered to him with love and devotion. Some saints have said that if you get good thought immediately after waking from sleep and if you develop the same during the day you will be at peace.

Hemadpant wanted to try this. On Wednesday night before going to bed he thought, he would spend the whole of Thursday remembering and celebrating the name of Ram. Next morning when he woke up he remembered Ram, and after completing his morning duties went to Baba with flowers. While passing Buti Wada he heard a beautiful song mentioning Lord Ram. There are so many songs, but this song was particularly chosen. This was a miracle. 

Variety In Upadesh – Slanderer Condemed

Whenever an occasion demanded Baba always gave instructions. It once happened that a Deciple of Baba criticised someone sarcastically behind his back that the hearers were disgusted. Saints see such scandals in another light. They say that there are various ways of removing dirt, but a scandal monger removes dirt by his tongue. In a way he is obliges a person and therefore he should be thanked. Sai Baba has his own way of correcting the scandal monger. He knew what the slanderer had done. At noon in Lendi Baba pointed out to the slander a pig eating filth with great relish, and told him that your conduct is similar. Baba also told him “that after performing many deeds of merit you are born as a human being and if you act like this how can Shirdi help you in any way. 
In this way Baba gave instructions whenever necessary. If these were properly followed it helps to achieve spiritual goal. One has to make every effort to attain self realization.

Baba said he was omnipresent. If any devotee meditated on him with complete surrender he would experience union with him. He who wants to get rid from the cycle of Birth and death should live a righteous life. He should not hurt anybody, engage in good deeds and surrender completely. He need not then be afraid of anybody. He who has trust in him, listens to his leelas is sure to get self realization. To some Baba advised Shravan (study) and manan (contemplation)

And to some he said to take God’s name, and to other hearing his leelas and to some Baba would give punishment or advices in their dreams. It is impossible to describe his ways. His ways were unique.

Remuneration For Labour

One day at noon Baba came near Radhakrishnamai’s house, and asked for a ladder which was bought in by some men and put against the wall of the house. 

As directed by Baba the boy climbed up Vaman Gandkar’s house, passed over the roof of Radhakrishnamai’s house and then got down from the other side. 

Radhakrishnamai was that time suffering from malaria, so people think that this act was performed by Baba to drive out her fever. 

Baba paid Rs.2 to the person who bought the ladder. When asked why he did so Baba replied nobody should take anybody’s labour free. The worker should be paid his dues promptly and liberally. If the principal of Baba is followed it benefits both the labourer and the employer.
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God is formless. He assumed form with the help of Maya and played the part of an actor in the drama of the universe. Let us visualize Sai Baba. Go to Shirdi and see the happenings after the Arti ceremony was over. After that arti was over Baba came out of the Masjid and distributed Udhi as well as put it on the forehead, with lots of love, affection and grace to his devotees. Then Baba would address his Bhaktas individually to go home and enjoy their meals. This is how he sent his Bhaktas home. Even today we can still imagine the same sight by thinking and meditating on Baba.

Isha Upnishad

Das Ganu started writing Maharathi commentary on Isha Upanishad.

Giving an idea of the Upanishad Das Ganu mentions. It is a mantra and constitutes the 40th chapter of Yajurveda. It is regarded as superior of all the Upanishads.

According to Professor R. D Rande, Isha Upanishad is small and yet it contains many facts. Within a short compass of 18 verses it gives a description about the soul. It also gives description of a sage standing unruffled on the mist of temptations and sorrows. The doctrine of Karma Yoga as later formulated is also mentioned in the book. The most logical idea that lies in the Upanishad is the two opposite synthesis between of knowledge and work, which are both required to be annulled in higher synthesis. Page 24 of the Upanishad philosophy says that the poetry of Isha Upanishad is a commixture of moral, mystical and metaphysical knowledge.

From a brief description given above one can see how difficult it is to translate in the vernacular language and bring out the exact meaning. Das Ganu translated it verse by verse in Marathi, but as he could not understand the essence of it he was not very satisfied with his performance. Hence he consulted some learned men and discussed with them in great length. But in vain nobody could solve his doubts and difficulties, and there fore he became very restless, over this matter.

Sad Guru Only Competent And Qualified To Explain

An Upanishad is a science of self realization and frees us from the bondage of life and death. Therefore Das Ganu thought the person who has himself attained self realization can give a true interpretation of the Upanishad. When everybody failed to satisfy him he resolved to consult Sai Baba. He saw Sai Baba, bowed before him and mentioned all the difficulties about the Isha Upanishad. Baba blessed him and told him not to be anxious, and assured him that Kakasaheb Dixit will remove all his doubts at Vile Parley on his way home. People sitting in the Masjid thought that Baba was joking. They said how could a maid servant solve doubts, But Das Ganu believed in Baba’s words, and was sure that whatever Baba spoke will come true. 

Kaka’s Maid Servant
Fully believing in Baba’s words Das Ganu left for Shirdi and came to Vile Parle and stayed with KakaSaheb Dixit. The next day when Das Ganu was enjoying his nap, he heard a poor girl singing a song. The theme of the song was how beautiful, colourful and well embroidered was a crimson coloured sari. He liked the song so much that he came out to see who was singing. It was a young girl the servant of Kakasaheb. She was wearing as torn rag and was cleaning the vessels. Das Ganu took petty on her and requested Rao Bahadur to buy her a small sari and presented it to her. She was overjoyed to receive this gift. Next day she wore her new sari and danced around and played with the other girls. The following day she kept her new sari and wore the same old rag and came to work, but she looked happy. On seeing her Das Ganu’s pity transformed into admiration. He thought that the girl being poor had to wear the torn rag, but she had a new sari which she kept in reserve, showing no trace of sorrow or dejection. Thus he realised that all our feelings of pain and pleasure depends upon the attitude of our mind. On thinking deeply he realized that a man ought to enjoy what god has bestowed on him with the firm conviction that whatever God has given him must be for his good. In this case all that happened were the part of the lord and was pervaded by him. Here Das Ganu got a practical demonstration of the Upanishad which states the lesson of contentment , that what ever happens in ordained by God and is ultimately good for us.

Unique Method Of Teaching

Baba’s method was unique and varied. Though Baba never left Shirdi he would send his devotees to different places for practicing Sadhanas. To some he appeared in his waking form, and to others he appeared in dreams fulfilling their desires. It is impossible to describe Baba’s methods for imparting instructions to his Devotees. In this particular case he sent Das Ganu to Ville Parle to solve his problem through a maid servant. Those who do not agree with this, we say to them that Baba followed the right and the best course, or how else Das Ganu could have learnt a great lesson.

The Ethics Of The Isha Upanishad

One of the main features of the Isha Upanishad is the ethical advice it offers based on the metaphysical position given in it. The opening word of the Upanishad say that God pervades in everything and man ought to enjoy whatever God bestows to him in a firm belief that he pervades in everything. Whatever bestowed by God must be good. We are taught a lesson of contentment, and that what ever happen is divinely ordained and hence is good for us. Another advice is that man must do his Karmas with resignation to his will which will help him to attain salvation. Finally the text mentions a man who sees all beings in self vice versa would never from grief and infatuation.
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